
Congratulations, 
Prime Minister, for standing up 

to Grand Prix intimidation
“This Formula 1 car is the most powerful advertising space in the world”

Grand Prix advertisement in Tobacco Reporter magazine

CANADIAN COALITION FOR ACTION ON TOBACCO

Dear Prime Minister,

Formula 1 head Bernie Ecclestone doesn’t like Canada’s
Tobacco Act, because tobacco advertising is a very
profitable venture for him. So he’s been advancing the
interests of the tobacco industry and threatening to
cancel the Montréal Grand Prix in order to pressure
Canada into weakening its legislation.

Prime Minister, we’re heartened to see that you 
and your government are standing firm in the face 
of this attempted blackmail. Parliament first tried to
ban tobacco sponsorship advertising in 1988, with 
the Tobacco Products Control Act. Ten years later,
Parliament amended the Tobacco Act to give event
organizers a five-year transition period, ending 
October 1, 2003, to find alternate sponsors. Virtually 
all have successfully done so.

Last year, in Québec Superior Court, the government
defeated the cigarette manufacturers’ challenge to 
the Tobacco Act. The evidence demonstrated that car
racing, as an individual sport with elements of heroism
and risk-taking, is an exceptionally attractive tool for
selling cigarette brands to teenage boys. The judge 
concluded that there was no difference between 

sponsorship and cigarette advertising and that 

“there is incontrovertible evidence that advertising
and sponsorship encourage people, especially 
adolescents, to consume tobacco products.”

Formula 1 racing is the single biggest platform for adver-
tising global cigarette brands, contributing to glamorization
of cigarettes around the world. A ban on tobacco sponsor-
ships of international events is one of the key elements of
the new global tobacco treaty, the Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control. As one of the early champions and
signatories of the treaty, Canada would not be acting
responsibly if it now allowed cigarette advertising to be
exported from Montreal to 300 million viewers worldwide.

By resisting misguided calls for ‘quick fixes’ that
would endanger the health of children in Canada and
abroad, you have demonstrated real political leadership.
And by showing the world that public health takes 
precedence over Mr. Ecclestone’s and the tobacco 
industry’s commercial interests, you have confirmed
Canada’s global leadership on tobacco issues.

For this, we thank you.
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